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Behind the “MIKE”

with

ME people homcl away -the theatre pro-
grammes of shows they have seen, and
most of us have a niche in our memories
certain songs we have heard in the theatre.
= Pieﬂbﬂl}t to Wd”ﬂdel down Mamexy Lane
sic.
bat }ms been I think, the secret of the
ess of John _W'w_‘tts two radio series, his
ngs From the Shows ” of recent memory and
ks present “Songs From the Films.”
I have just been behind the mike with Joln
Tatt fo see how these programmes evolve, for
imple though they may sound E had cruessed
there was a good deal inore to them than
=% the ear.

“Songs From ” are now 1iu thezr third year
smd still going strong, but they have retained
that gay almost impromptu family party touch
whick makes them so attractive to listen to.

iﬂd making allowance for the microphone
= that conceals art, the “Songs ” are a happy
v affair,
ducer Watt ofot the germ of his Shows
from a Memvuea programme he did in
25t some years ago. They went well, and
.Je was doing research on the song hmtory
the famous London theatres. And a very
sresiing bit of research work,-too, he says.
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B Listener’s Idea,

_Then one day a keen hstener sent in a long

of songs from talkie films =nd said he
id like to hear some. The list was shown
o Mr. Watt, and the upshot was “Songs I‘rom
The Films.”

Not that it is rea,]ly as snnple as that, ‘L‘hough
Bfr. Watt says it is the sort of hard work he
s most. But there is a good deal of work
e the hour’s programme comes over in its
. easual, half-impromptu, very jolly style.
us for every hour of programme there is
een hours of rehearsal, usually in bursts of
< hours each. Chorus ave first put through

people like Anona
, Olive Groves, George
. have . their turngj:
sfter which the whale act is -

waipped into shape. = : called “The Siaze Re

Then goohn Wath goe; ot Interview volves,”  for which e

¥ im a corner and : 1 ~wanted a theme zenz or

tes  out }lus compere- - By H', &" e tune. So he went along to

mentary, learns 1it, re- . see  his friend Harry

es it c‘zgrefull_);,h‘ aﬁ}]«g SHIRLEY l?égﬁcl"'a'n%-saidd: = =

v joins 1in -wil “Harry, I am deing a hig

Bers in a grand rehearsal. : L O N G show with & sort of revolv-

= inr‘ thnt compere an- ing stage effeect—and 1T

weing is very definitely want a symbolic theme tuns
impromptu.  Mr. Watt for it.”

himself a wvery. And Harry said-

-plete script and sticks to ib, and ewery one

ctly as per the script. - Tt doesn’t deviate
sm the matinée performance to the night,
Mr. Watt will never go before the “mile”
without knowing what he is geing to say.

The selection of the numbers for an hour’s
amme  is quite a job, too. For the
s ” series Mr. Wabt went along to War-
dour Street and plunged back thirough five years

Thase ingenious " song cocktails ”’ called “ Songs From the Shows ”” and Songs
From the Films” have proved to be two of the most popular B.B.C, items in
Terent years. Here is an intimate glimpse of the man who produces them at work.

v paces by themselves; “hh@n the Shows”

A Special “Popular Music ™

his pauses, chuckles, gags and comments i3

of movie history,
from Al Jolson to -
Bing Crogsghy.
Through long “lists
of musieal pictures
he went, noting
their theme songs
and hit numbers,
and lining them up
in chronelogical
order of general
release date.

After  selection
comes the question
of who will sing
what! The tenor
must have his cor-
rect s o n g, the
baritone, the sop-
rano, and se on.
Then follows the 4 -
making of the musical scores and - arrange-
ments, the grouping of the songs, and the im-
poriant problem of running Yime.

Before the programme can g0 into rehealsal
Mz, Wa*t. with the assistance of Doris Arnolﬂ
the shorus and Carlyle Cousing
armn:emem\ for these shows, has literally to go
and dazens of vocal
o he ;uucrled

Wii;h so ﬂ\ai
their share of
what 1t means r' ;

“produced by John ’i'“'m ;

Now for the studie, nsual
basement ones, where Mr.
listening rToom and studio 1
rehearsing. And soom the Song
From ” signature tune heralds amwiher g*&
gramme,

There is, hy the way, an inferesting
story connected w1th that tune. As in the
of Kric Coates’ “Knightsbridge * march of “In
Town To—mght 2 fame, lots of listeners wonder

what it is.
It happened ihis
-Two or ¥
John Watt did a radio show
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- “Ah, ves; I know, something like this,” and
sat down at the piano and strummed out the
first few bars of a tune.

#“That’s not lile it, Tt isit,” sa.ld John.

~In a few minutes the tune was sketched out,
and a few hours later was all ready for putting
over the “mike.”
“The Stage Revolves,” and that, apparently,
was that. The tune went into the vast B.B.C.
band—part stock;

It was then duly played 1n

John Watt, producer and compére of * Songs
from the Films,’’ and (left) Anona Winn, one
of the stars of h:s earnpany.

But when John Watt Wafs searchin
for a signature tune for his first ¢ “Songs
From the Shows ? he suddenly thought
of “The Stage Revolves,” and it was
~ hauled forth-again, New it is famous,
~and its creators have quite an affection

for it.

~ AlL sorts of famous Iadxo stars have

taken part in the Watt series. Regulars
~ like Hve Becke, Ancna Winn, George
©  Baker, Olive Gwves, Gordon thtle and
: - the Carlyle Cousing, and visiting
celebrities - like George - Grossmith, Clarice
Mayne, Jessie Matthews, Sonnie Hale, Gene

. Gerrard, Phyllis Dare, Marta Eggerth, Huntles

Wright, Florence Smathson, Harry Welchman,
Elsie Randolph, Nelson Keys and fdith Day.
Requests from listeners have poured in, tooe.
and out of the mass of tunes two numbers stand
out as elear favourites among the Shows pro-
grammes: “Oh, Listen To Tho Band ” {which
the sapient Jack Hylton had chosen as his siz-
nature fune some years before), and the “Mr
Hero ” waltz from the “Chocolate-Soldier.”
Anether great favourite, has been the "Km._
of Jazz ” selection among films.

Meet Mr, Watil, se= e

hey are a “matey” crowd, the Sengs
From ” people. Since they are oxperienced
“mike 7 artistes, they work well with Mr, Pro-
er Watt, and rebearsals are pleasant in the
decorative dungeons of Broadeasting House.

John Watt himself is a short, dynamie, dan
Foung man, who is crazy about all sides of
radic show busiuess, - e g
himszelf onee. “A very bad one,” he adm
with a zrin. Then he was a newspaper man, =
reporter in Paris and London, after whu,h ke
came into radio in Belfast.

There isn’t much in radie thab he hasn’t at
one time or another tackled. He is cheerful,
friendly and keen. Only complaint his friends
have about him 1s that he smolkes what they
call “impossible ” French cigarettes, speeciails
imported for him. After smoking a great many
of them—T still like John Wa.tt
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* NEXT WEEK’S STAR ATTRACTIONS!

MOOD INDIGO. SCARECROW.
CUPID. FARE THEE WELL.
LITTLE BLACK SHAWL. B
1 ' LAUGHED WHEN WE PARTED.
BELLS OF NORMANDY (Chorus).
Gossip, Articles, Pictures.
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